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Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects 
City of Pittsburgh and Borough of Swissvale, Allegheny County 

 
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #2 

SUMMARY 
 

Meeting held Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center 

1000 Fort Duquesne Boulevard 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

4:00 ‐ 8:00 PM 
 
 
 
 

OVERVIEW 

A public open house was held at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center between the hours of 
4:00 PM and 8:00 PM on January 18, 2023. A public officials’ preview of the meeting materials 
was held from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM and the doors were open to the public from 6:00 PM to 8:00 
PM. The format of the meeting was an open house plans display consistent with PennDOT 
Publication 295 guidance. The purpose of the open house was to present the preferred alternatives 
for five (5) vertical clearance projects along the Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSRC) railroad 
corridor. The public was invited to comment on the effects of the proposed alternatives. 
Information gained during this open house will be considered during the analysis of the project 
effects and subsequent documentation under the Pennsylvania State History Code, PA Act 
120/Section 2002, and related regulations. 

The public open house was advertised in two (2) different publications – the Northside 
Chronicle/e-newsletter and the Swissvalian newsletter – as well as on Swissvale Borough’s and 
Norfolk Southern’s website. In addition, the City of Pittsburgh and the Northside community posted 
the open house flyer on various social media outlets. Letters were also sent to public officials and 
project stakeholders in the project area (see the complete list in the Attachments). 

Present were representatives from NSRC and its consultants (Michael Baker International 
[Michael Baker] and Harris Miller Miller and Hanson [HMMH]); Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT); and the City of Pittsburgh. 
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NORFOLK SOUTHERN MICHAEL BAKER PENNDOT 
Dave Becker Kirsten Bowen Mark Young 
Mike Wigley Amy Pinizzotto David Anthony 
Todd Willoughby Tim Zinn CITY OF PITTSBURGH 
Neal Brown Jesse Belfast Michael Panzitta 
Rudy Husband Wendy Berrill Erin Feichtner 

  Chris Cawley Rachel Sharp HMMH 
Aaron Meyer Dave Jackson Scott Noel 
Jeremy Shoemaker Rich Schoedel Dayna Bowen 
 Gabe Letteri  

Clayton Fisher 
Joe Hall 
Wayne Airgood 

 

MATERIALS & SIGN‐IN 

Attendees were encouraged to sign in as they entered the open house either via the hard copy 
sign-in sheets or electronic sign-in. Upon sign‐in, the attendees were provided a comment form 
and invited to review the project display boards and ask questions or discuss the projects with 
the company representatives. 

The public open house displayed 42 boards that included: 
• Welcome board 
• Overall map of the projects 
• Explanation of double stack train requirements 
• PA Act 120 and noise/air quality 
• PA History Code process flow chart and areas of potential effects (APE) for the project 

locations 
• Preferred alternatives and typical sections for the project locations 
• Renderings of each of the preferred alternatives for the project locations 
• Proposed vehicular and pedestrian detours 

Ten (10) public officials signed in for the public officials’ briefing from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM and 35 
attendees signed in for the public open house from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Additionally, six (6) 
attendees signed in online. 

 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS RECEIVED 

Comments were accepted from January 18, 2023 to February 17, 2023. Twenty-four (24)  
comment forms were received at the meeting and via the online comment form posted on 
Norfolk Southern’s website (see the Attachments for all comments received).  Twenty (20) of the 
commenters were most interested in the Washington Avenue over NSRC project and three (3) of 
the commenters were most interested in the North Avenue over NSRC project.  The remaining 
commenter was interested in all of the projects with the exception of the Washington Avenue 
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project.  Most of the comments concerned the potential replacement of the Washington Avenue 
Bridge, which is not part of the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects.  At the W. North Avenue 
project location, commenters were concerned about ADA accessibility and the safety of the 
residents walking to/from West Park Court and why the vertical clearance requirements are  
different at each of the project locations.  Another comment concerned the timing of project 
construction and the proposed detour route to Allegheny General Hospital.    Other general 
concerns included potential train derailments involving hazardous materials, noise impacts, and 
air pollution resulting from the projects. 

A list of frequently asked questions (FAQ) has been developed to provide clarification and answer 
common questions (see the Attachments). 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

• Advertisements for open house 
• Letters of invite to open house 
• Open house agenda 
• Open house handouts 
• Open house display boards 
• Copies of sign‐in sheets 
• Comment forms 
• Articles after the open house 
• FAQ 
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Advertisements for Open House 
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Swissvalian 
THE 

Your Community Newsletter  

7560 Roslyn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218 
www.Swissvaleborough.com 

412.271.7101 

January/February 2023 

02  Administrative News 

03  Public Works Department 

04  Fire Department  

05 Police Department  

06 Community Happenings  

08 Community Happenings 

09  Community Partners 

10  Environment 

11  Library 

In an ongoing effort to improve traffic 
safety, three key changes have been 
made in the past month. The stop sign 
at the intersection of Monongahela Ave 
and Schoyer Ave has been changed 
so vehicles traveling up the hill from 
Whipple St must now stop. The “Stop, 
Except Right Turn” has been removed. 
The second improvement is a stop sign 
that has been added on Milligan Ave at 
Roslyn St. The new sign is coming 

down the hill from St. Lawrence Ave 
which will require traffic on Milligan Ave 
to stop at this intersection. Vehicles 
travelling on Roslyn St can turn onto 
Milligan Ave without stopping. The final 
improvement is a change in the traffic 
signal at South Braddock Ave and 
Church St. A left turn arrow has been 
installed travelling west bound to assist 
motorists making a left turn onto 
Church St. This will also help to clear 
traffic on South Braddock Ave more 
efficiently. The left turn signal will  
deploy after the traffic traveling on 
South Braddock Ave is cleared. 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSRC), in 
coordination with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT), is conducting a public open 
house for five (5) vertical clearance improvement 
projects. The projects are part of the Pittsburgh Vertical 
Clearance Projects along the existing NSRC railroad 
right-of-way and corridor known as the Pittsburgh Line 
and Fort Wayne Line in Allegheny County. The five (5) 
individual project locations consist of the Washington 
Avenue Bridge in the Borough of Swissvale; the Amtrak 
Station in downtown Pittsburgh; and the North Avenue 
Bridge, Pennsylvania Avenue Bridge, and Columbus 
Avenue Bridge, all located in the North Side of the City 
of Pittsburgh. No work is being proposed by NSRC in 
the intervening track area between the individual project 
locations.   

The projects are funded in part through PennDOT. As 
such, the public open house is being held pursuant to 
Pennsylvania Act 120 and the Pennsylvania History 
Code. Anyone with knowledge of historic resources in 
the project area is encouraged to attend this meeting. 

For more information contact: 
 NSPghVerticalClearance@gmail.com 

*Ballroom B can be accessed from the East Lobby 
entrance on Fort Duquesne Boulevard between 10th
and 11th streets or via the elevator from the parking 
garage at 139 10th Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.
Vouchers will be issued for anyone parking in the noted
DLCC garage location. The DLCC is also located near
public transportation stops for the Pittsburgh Regional
Transit’s bus lines. For more information, go to:
https://www.pittsburghcc.com/directions-parking/.

The plans viewing location is compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  In addition, if you 
or an individual with whom you are familiar does not 
speak English as the primary language and who has a 
limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand 
English desires to view these plans, or if you require 
special assistance to view the plans or need additional 
information, please contact the email address above.   

When:      Wednesday, January 18, 2023  
Time:        6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  
Location: David Lawrence Convention Center (DLCC)  

*Ballroom B 
1000 Fort Duquesne Boulevard 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN  
PITTSBURGH VERTICAL CLEARANCE 

PROJECTS 
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

Black History Month 

February is Black History Month—a 
time where we celebrate and recognize  
the achievements of Black Americans 
and reflect on the resilience of the 
Black community. 

We all have the responsibility to learn 
from our shared history. The Black  
experience in America is immersed in 
injustice, oppression, and inequality but 
is also one of strength, community, and 
great faith. Black History Month is a 
time to consider how we pursue justice 
in our lives. In the words of Dr. King, 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. We are caught in an  
inescapable network of mutuality, tied 
in a single garment of destiny.  
Whatever affects one directly, affects 
all indirectly.”  

We dedicate ourselves to breaking 
down barriers and destroying burdens 
that create systematic racism and  
injustice, which have inflicted a toll on 
Black Americans. Let us reflect on our 
own responsibility to further justice. 

~ Swissvale’s Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Committee  

Stop Sign Changes 



Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects

Public Open House
David L. Lawrence Convention Center

Ballroom B*
1000 Fort Duquesne Boulevard

Pittsburgh, Pa  15222

January 18, 2023
6:00-8:00 PM

*Ballroom B can be accessed from the David L. Lawrence Convention Center  (DLCC) East Lobby entrance on Fort Duquesne Boulevard between 10th and 11th

streets or via the elevator from the parking garage at 139 10th Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, and is compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
Vouchers will be issued for anyone parking in the noted DLCC garage location.   

The DLCC is also located near public transportation stops for the Pittsburgh Regional Transit’s bus lines. 

If you or an individual with whom you are familiar does not speak English as the primary language, has a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand 
English, or if you require special assistance to view the plans or need additional information, please contact:  NSPghVerticalClearance@gmail.com

mailto:NSPghVerticalClearance@gmail.com


Letters of Invite to Open House 

Public Officials 



December 21, 2022 

«First_Name» «Last_Name» 
«Title» 
«Company» 
«Address_1» 
«Address_2», «Address_3» 
«City», «State»  «Zip_Code» 

RE: Norfolk Southern Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects 
Swissvale Borough and City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County 
Public Officials' Briefing Invitation 

Dear «First_Name» «Last_Name»: 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSRC), in coordination with Michael Baker International, is pleased 
to invite you to attend a Public Officials' Briefing for the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects, which are 
being conducted in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and the 
City of Pittsburgh.  

SUBJECT:  PUBLIC OFFICIALS' BRIEFING  
DATE:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 
TIME:  4:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
LOCATION:  DAVID LAWRENCE CONVENTION CENTER 

  BALLROOM B 
1000 FORT DUQUESNE BOULEVARD 
PITTSBURGH, PA  15222 

The purposes of the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects include provision of safe and reliable systems 
of transportation, integration of modes of transportation (intermodal), and improving clearance, safety, 
transportation optimization, and efficiency to meet modern interstate freight rail traffic requirements. 
NSRC, with funding through PennDOT, proposes to address five (5) obstructions that currently limit 
vertical clearance for double-stack rail traffic along NSRC’s Pittsburgh Line and Fort Wayne Line in 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. The proposals and alternatives involve track and railbed maintenance 
and improvement projects within the existing right-of-way, as well as bridge repair or replacement at 
certain locations along NSRC’s existing Pittsburgh Line and Fort Wayne Line. The obstructions addressed 
by the project are in the Borough of Swissvale and the City of Pittsburgh. Individual project locations 
consist of the Washington Avenue Bridge in the Borough of Swissvale; the Amtrak Station in downtown 
Pittsburgh; and the North Avenue Bridge, the Pennsylvania Avenue Bridge, and the Columbus Avenue 
Bridge, all located in the North Side of the City of Pittsburgh. No work is being proposed by NSRC in the 
intervening track area between the five (5) individual project locations.  



«First_Name» «Last_Name» 
December 21, 2022 
Page 2 

The purpose of the Public Official’s Briefing is to provide review and comment concerning the effects of 
projects in accordance with the provisions of Pennsylvania Act 120 and the Pennsylvania History Code, 
including any protected activities, features, or attributes of properties on adjacent properties, which 
include Allegheny Commons Park and other historic resources. Your input throughout project 
development is very important to the success of the projects. This briefing offers you the opportunity to 
contribute input on behalf of the communities and constituents you represent.  The project team will be 
available to answer questions and gather feedback.  

The Public Officials' Briefing will be conducted from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM at the David Lawrence Convention 
Center’s (DLCC’s) Ballroom B followed by a Public Open House from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Ballroom B can 
be accessed from the East Lobby entrance on Fort Duquesne Boulevard between 10th and 11th streets or 
via the elevator from the parking garage at 139 10th Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222. Vouchers will be issued 
for anyone parking in the noted DLCC garage location. The DLCC is also located near public transportation 
stops for the Pittsburgh Regional Transit’s bus lines. For more information, go to: 
https://www.pittsburghcc.com/directions-parking/. 

Should you have questions, or need additional information, please contact our project email address at 
NSPghVerticalClearance@gmail.com. 

The meeting location is compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  In addition, if you or an 
individual with whom you are familiar does not speak English as the primary language and who has a 
limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English desires to view these plans, or if you require 
special assistance to view the plans or need additional information, please contact the email address 
above. 

Sincerely, 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL 

Rudy Husband  Kirsten N. Bowen, P.E. 
Regional Vice President Project Manager 

https://www.pittsburghcc.com/directions-parking/
mailto:NSPghVerticalClearance@gmail.com
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The preceding letter was sent to the following officials:  
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Allegheny County  
Rich Fitzgerald 
County Executive 
101 County Courthouse 
436 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
(412) 350-6500 
 
Allegheny County Council, District 8 
Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis 
County Council 
County Courthouse 
436 Grant Street, Room 119 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2497 
412-350-6490 
 
Allegheny County Council, District 13 
Olivia Bennett 
County Council  
County Courthouse 
436 Grant Street, Room 119 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2497 
412-350-6490 
 
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 
Andrew Dash  
Director 
Department of City Planning 
City-County Building 
414 Grant St 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
 
City of Pittsburgh, Department of Mobility and 
Infrastructure 
Kim Lucas 
Director 
City-County Building 
414 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
412-255-2523 
Kimberly.lucas@pittsburghpa.gov 
 

City of Pittsburgh, Office of the Mayor 
Edward C. Gainey 
Mayor 
City-County Building 
414 Grant Street, Suite 512 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
412-255-2626 
 
Pittsburgh City Council, District 1 
The Honorable Bobby Wilson 
City-County Building 
414 Grant Street, Suite 551 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
412-255-2135 
 
Pittsburgh City Council, District 6 
The Honorable R. Daniel Lavelle 
City-County Building 
414 Grant Street, Suite 510 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
412-255-0820 
 
Borough of Swissvale 
Deneen Swartzwelder 
Mayor 
Borough Office 
7560 Roslyn Street 
Swissvale, PA 15218 
412-271-3811 
mayorswissvale@aol.com 
 
Borough of Swissvale 
Greg Bachy 
Borough Manager 
Borough Office 
7560 Roslyn Street 
Swissvale, PA 15218 
412-271-3811 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Kimberly.lucas@pittsburghpa.gov
mailto:mayorswissvale@aol.com
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Borough of Swissvale 
Sarah Ansell 
Executive Assistant 
Borough Office 
7560 Roslyn Street 
Swissvale, PA 15218 
412-271-3811 
sansell@swissvaleborough.com 
 
STATE GOVERNMENT 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, District 19 
The Honorable Aerion Abney 
2015 1st Floor Centre Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
412-471-7760 
 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, District 20 
The Honorable Emily Kinkead 
658 Lincoln Avenue 
Bellevue, PA  15202 
412-321-5523 
 
Pennsylvania Senate, District 42 
Senator Wayne Fontana 
1039 Brookline Boulevard, Suite 2 
Pittsburgh, PA 15226 
412-344-2551 
 
Pennsylvania Senate, District 43 
Senator Jay Costa 
1501 Ardmore Blvd, Suite 403 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
412-241-6690  
 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
U.S. Congress, 18th District 
Congressman Mike Doyle  
2637 East Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203 
412-390-1499 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. Senate 
Senator Bob Casey 
310 Grant St, Suite 2415 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
412-803-7370  
 
U.S. Senate 
Senator John Fetterman 
TBD 
 
EMERGENCY PERSONNEL 
Pittsburgh Bureau of Police Headquarters 
Thomas Stangrecki 
Acting Chief of Police 
1203 Western Ave 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
(412) 323-7800 
 
Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire Headquarters 
Darryl E. Jones 
Fire Chief 
200 Ross Street, 5th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
(412) 255-2860 
 
Pittsburgh EMS Headquarters 
Ronald V. Romano 
EMS Chief 
700 Filbert Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
(412) 622-6932 
 
Swissvale Fire Department 
Clyde Wilhelm 
Fire Chief 
7400 Irvine St. 
Swissvale, PA 15218 
412-271-0448 
cwilhelm@swissvalefire.org 
 
Swissvale Police Department  
Ellis Watson 
Police Chief 
7560 Roslyn Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15218   
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
Dr. Wayne Walters 
Superintendent 
341 S. Bellefield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
 
Woodland Hills School District 
Dr. Daniel Castagna 
Superintendent 
531 Jones Avenue 
North Braddock, PA 15104 
 



Letters of Invite to Open House 

Property Owners and Project Stakeholders



December 28, 2022 

«First_Name» «Last_Name» 
«Title» 
«Company» 
«Address_1» 
«Address_2», «Address_3» 
«City», «State»  «Zip_Code» 

RE: Norfolk Southern Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects 
Swissvale Borough and City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County 
Public Open House Invitation 

Dear «First_Name» «Last_Name»: 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSRC), in coordination with Michael Baker International, is pleased 
to invite you to attend a Public Open House for the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects, which are being 
conducted in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and the City 
of Pittsburgh.  

SUBJECT:  PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 
DATE:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 
TIME:  6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  
LOCATION:  DAVID LAWRENCE CONVENTION CENTER 

  BALLROOM B 
1000 FORT DUQUESNE BOULEVARD 
PITTSBURGH, PA  15222 

The purposes of the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects include provision of safe and reliable systems 
of transportation, integration of modes of transportation (intermodal), and improving clearance, safety, 
transportation optimization, and efficiency to meet modern interstate freight rail traffic requirements. 
NSRC, with funding through PennDOT, proposes to address five (5) obstructions that currently limit 
vertical clearance for double-stack rail traffic along NSRC’s Pittsburgh Line and Fort Wayne Line in 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. The proposals and alternatives involve track and railbed maintenance 
and improvement projects within the existing right-of-way, as well as bridge repair or replacement at 
certain locations along NSRC’s existing Pittsburgh Line and Fort Wayne Line. The obstructions addressed 
by the project are in the Borough of Swissvale and the City of Pittsburgh. Individual project locations 
consist of the Washington Avenue Bridge in the Borough of Swissvale; the Amtrak Station in downtown 
Pittsburgh; and the North Avenue Bridge, the Pennsylvania Avenue Bridge, and the Columbus Avenue 
Bridge, all located in the North Side of the City of Pittsburgh. No work is being proposed by NSRC in the 
intervening track area between the five (5) individual project locations. 



«Saluation»  
December 28, 2022 
Page 2 

The purpose of the Public Open House is to provide review and comment concerning the effects of the 
projects in accordance with the provisions of Pennsylvania Act 120 and the Pennsylvania History Code, 
including any protected activities, features, or attributes of properties on adjacent properties, which 
include Allegheny Commons Park and other historic cultural resources. Your input throughout project 
development is very important to the success of the projects. This Public Open House offers you the 
opportunity to contribute input on the project. 

The Public Open House will be conducted from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM at the David Lawrence Convention 
Center’s (DLCC’s) Ballroom B. Ballroom B can be accessed from the East Lobby entrance on Fort Duquesne 
Boulevard between 10th and 11th streets or via the elevator from the parking garage at 139 10th Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222. Vouchers will be issued for anyone parking in the noted DLCC garage location.   The 
DLCC is also located near public transportation stops for the Pittsburgh Regional Transit’s bus lines. For 
more information, go to: https://www.pittsburghcc.com/directions-parking/. 

Should you have questions, or need additional information, please contact our project email address at 
NSPghVerticalClearance@gmail.com. 

The meeting location is compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  In addition, if you or an 
individual with whom you are familiar does not speak English as the primary language and who has a 
limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English desires to view these plans, or if you require 
special assistance to view the plans or need additional information, please contact the email address 
above. 

Sincerely, 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL 

Rudy Husband  Kirsten N. Bowen, P.E. 
Regional Vice President Project Manager 

https://www.pittsburghcc.com/directions-parking/
mailto:NSPghVerticalClearance@gmail.com
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The preceding letter was sent to the following officials:  
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORGANIZATIONS 
Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office 
Barbara Frederick 
Above Ground Supervisor 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
717-772-0921 
bafrederick@pa.gov 
 
Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office 
Bill Callahan 
Western Pennsylvania Community Preservation 
Coordinator 
For Pitt Museum 
101 Commonwealth Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
412-565-3575 
wcallahan@pa.gov  
 
Allegheny City Society 
David Grinnell 
President 
P.O. Box 100255 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
grinnell@pitt.edu 
 
Manchester Historic Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 99216 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233 
412-447-8692 
manchesterhistoric@gmail.com  
 
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation 
Frank Stroker 
President 
100 West Station Square Drive, Suite 450 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
412-471-5808 
frank@phlf.org 
 
 
 
 

Preservation Pittsburgh 
Matthew W.C. Falcone 
President 
1501 Reedsdale Street, Suite 5003 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
412-256-8755 
mfalcone@preservationpgh.org 
 
Young Preservationists Association of Pittsburgh 
Matthew Craig 
Executive Director 
Riverside Center for Innovation 
700 River Avenue, Suite 318 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
412-342-8972 
matthew.craig@youngpreservationists.org  
 
Swissvale Historical Society 
1713 Hays Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15218 
412-731-2300 
 
Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area 
August R. Carlino 
President & CEO 
The Bost Building 
623 E. Eighth Avenue 
Homestead, PA  15120 
412-464-4020 
arcarlino@riversofsteel.com  
Ron Baraff 
rbaraff@riversofsteel.com 
 
The Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical 
Society, Pittsburgh Chapter 
Dave Evans 
President 
4030 Logans Ferry Road 
Monroeville, PA 15146-1345 
donald.coulter3@verizon.net 
 
 
 

mailto:bafrederick@pa.gov
mailto:wcallahan@pa.gov
mailto:grinnell@pitt.edu
mailto:manchesterhistoric@gmail.com
mailto:frank@phlf.org
mailto:mfalcone@preservationpgh.org
mailto:matthew.craig@youngpreservationists.org
mailto:arcarlino@riversofsteel.com
mailto:rbaraff@riversofsteel.com
mailto:donald.coulter3@verizon.net
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National Railway Historical Society, Central 
Pennsylvania Chapter 
Ron Johnson 
President 
148 Depot Road, P. O. Box 145 
White Deer, PA  17887-0145 
 
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 
Patrick C. Morrison 
Historic Site Administrator 
300 Gap Road, PA Route 741 
PO Box 125 
Strasburg, PA 17579 
717-687-8628 
info@rrmuseumpa.org  
 
Amtrak 
Johnette Davies 
Senior Historic Preservation Specialist 
30th Street Station 
2955 Market Street, Mailbox 55, 
Philadelphia, PA  19104 
215-349-1354 
Johnette.Davies@amtrak.com  
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS 
Allegheny West Civic Council 
Thomas Barbush 
806 Western Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
412-321-2161 
Thomas.barbush@rrd.com  
 
Allegheny City Central Association 
Maggie Connor 
President 
P. O. Box 6255 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
412-465-0192 
Connor.margaret.m@gmail.com  
info@accapgh.org  

 
 
 
 

Allegheny Towne Corporation 
George Kenderes 
46 Foster Square 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
412-321-3140 
gkenderes@embarqmail.com  
 
Manchester Citizens Corporation 
LaShawn Burton-Faulk 
Executive Director 
1319 Allegheny Avenue, First Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233 
412-323-1743 
 
Mexican War Streets Society 
Maggie Connor 
President 
P. O. Box 6588 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
412-559-9302 
Connor.margaret.m@gmail.com  
 
North Side Leadership Conference 
Dana Fruzynski 
Interim Executive Director 
120 Parkhurst Street, 2nd Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA  15212 
412-231-4714 
dana@pittsburghnorthside.com  
 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy 
Erin Tobin 
Community Engagement Manager 
317 East Carson Street 
West Tower, Suite 230 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
412-682-7275  
etobin@pittsburghparks.org 
 
PROPERTY OWNERS 
Washington Avenue Bridge 
2016 Noble Street Property Owner 
NC Holdings LLC 
2270 Chapparal Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15239-2355 
 

mailto:info@rrmuseumpa.org
mailto:Johnette.Davies@amtrak.com
mailto:Thomas.barbush@rrd.com
mailto:Connor.margaret.m@gmail.com
mailto:info@accapgh.org
mailto:gkenderes@embarqmail.com
mailto:Connor.margaret.m@gmail.com
mailto:dana@pittsburghnorthside.com
mailto:etobin@pittsburghparks.org
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2018 Noble Street Property Owner 
Noble Entropy LLC 
74 S 12th Street Floor 1 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203-1249 
 
2024 Noble Street Property Owner 

Anthony and Carol Palangio 
2024 Noble Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-2142 
 
2028 Noble Street Property Owner 
Mufti and Khan Inc 
2100 Noble Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-2514 
 
7432 Irvine Street Property Owner 
Rae Ellen O’Hair 
450 Maple Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-1587 
 
7434-7438 Irvine Street Property Owner 
Dara and KN Chengappa 
5735 Solway Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217-1203 
 
7521- 7523 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Thomas and Elmira Dinardo 
230 Wilkins Ave  
East Pittsburgh, PA 15112-1527 
 
7430-7434 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Mitchell Brourman and Anthony Visco 
114 McKay Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-1626 
 
7451 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
John Chieffa 
128 Lincoln Avenue 
Pittsburgh PA, 15218-1622  
 
7436 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Zitelli Management Corporation 
1276 Windermere Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218 
 

7440-7442 Irvine Street Property Owner 
William Jones 
467 Filmore Road 
Pittsburgh PA, 15221-4019 
 
Amtrak Station  
1100 Liberty Avenue Property Owner 
1100 Liberty Owner LLC 
750 Bering Drive, Suite 300 
Houston, TX 77057-2132 
 
1400 – 1520 Penn Ave, 1200 - 1350 Penn Ave, 2050 
– 2550 Liberty Ave 
1201 Brighton Rd Property Owner 
Buncher Company 
1300 Penn Ave, Suite 300 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4211 
 
Bigelow Boulevard Property Owner 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
Property Tax Department 110 Franklin Road SE 
Roanoke, VA 24042-0002 
 
0 Grant Street Property Owner 
National Passenger Railroad Corporation (Amtrak) 
60 Massachusetts Avenue NE, Floor 4 
Washington, DC  20002-4285 
 
0 27th Street, Bigelow Blvd, 1500 East Busway 
Property Owner 
Port Authority of Allegheny County 
345 6th Avenue, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA  15222-2541 
 
55 11th Street Property Owner 
Public Parking Authority of Pittsburgh 
232 Blvd of the Allies 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-1616 
 
W. North Avenue Bridge 
1200 Galveston Avenue Property Owner 
Brother’s Brother Foundation 
1200 Galveston Ave 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1604 
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900 Brighton Road Property Owner 
Allegheny West Civic Council 
806 Western Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233 
 
907 Brighton Road Property Owner 
Motohiro T Brown Living Trust/ 
Diana L. Brown Living Trust 
1037 W. Altgeld Street 
Chicago, IL  60614-2208 
 
913 Brighton Road Property Owner 
Robert I. and Carole E. Malakoff 
913 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1707 
 
917 Brighton Road, 804 Beech Avenue Property 
Owner 
Vincent and Kaitlyn Neiswonger 
917 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1707 
 
925 Brighton Road Property Owner 
KS Max Property LLC 
936 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1706 
 
1204 Brighton Road, 1206-1208 Brighton Road 
Property Owner 
Marshall and Wendy Riggs 
1204 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1602 
 
1210 Brighton Road Property Owner 
Jameson McCoy O’Donnell 
1210 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1602 
 
1212 Brighton Road Property Owner 
James R. Lawrence 
1237 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15212-4530 
 
 
 

1214 Brighton Road, 1216 Brighton Road Property 
Owner 
Ellyn, Inc. 
1244 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, PA  15212-4519 
 
1215 Brighton Road Property Owner 
FDPITT LLC 
231 Market Street 
Johnstown, PA 15901-2910 
 
1218 Brighton Road Property Owner 
James Stanley Johnston 
1218 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1602 
 
800 Beech Avenue Property Owner 
Annette C. Trunzo 
800 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1704 
 
800-814 Beech Avenue Property Owner 
West Park Renaissance, LP 
1315 Arch Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-4620 
 
804 Beech Avenue Property Owner 
Jeffrey and Amy Sollars 
804 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
 
806 Beech Avenue Property Owner 
Barry and Deborah Bier 
806 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1617 
 
810 Beech Avenue Property Owner 
David A Martinsky Jr. 
810 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1704 

812 Beech Avenue Property Owner 
Jeanne Marie Laskas 
814 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1704 
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814 Beech Avenue Property Owner 
Margaret S. McNamara 
814 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1704 
 
616 W. North Avenue Property Owner 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
616 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15212-4538 
 
710 W. North Avenue Property Owner 
West Park Court Housing. LP 
1670 Golden Mile Highway 
Monroeville, PA  15146-2002 
 
810 W. North Avenue, 828 W. North Avenue 
Property Owner 
810 W. North Ave Associates, LP 
1008 Brianna Lane 
Bethel Park, PA  15102-3795 
 
825-845 W. North Avenue Property Owner 
Gramax, LLC 
831 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1616 
 
840 W. North Avenue Property Owner 
BG284 Properties LLC 
848 W North Ave 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-1617 
 
Pennsylvania Avenue Bridge 
0 Pennsylvania Avenue Property Owner 
1300 Brighton Road Associates, LLC 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1630 
 
802 Pennsylvania Avenue Property Owner 
Ventura Revocable Trust 
3241 Henrich Farm Lane 
Allison Park, PA  15101-1513 
 
809 Pennsylvania Avenue Property Owner 
Martin M. Warhola 
809 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1406 

817-825 Pennsylvania Avenue Property Owner 
Paul Warhola Scrap Metal, Inc. 
P. O. Box 100016 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-0016 
 
820 Pennsylvania Avenue Property Owner 
Quik-It, Inc. 
820 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1407 
 
850 Pennsylvania Avenue Property Owner 
850 Pennsylvania Avenue, LLC 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1630 
 
900 Pennsylvania Avenue, 1001 California Avenue 
Property Owner 
United States Postal Service 
P.O. Box 27497 
Greensboro, NC  27498-1103 
 
901 Pennsylvania Avenue Property Owner 
901 Pennsylvania SRR LLC 
1213 Galveston Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1603 
 
912 Behan Street Property Owner 
Peter Wright, LLC 
912 Behan Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1625 
 
870 Riversea Road Property Owner 
W.W. Patterson Company 
870 Riversea Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233-1627 
 
Brighton Place Property Owner 
Charles Durham 
533 Arden Drive 
Monroeville, PA 15146-4861 
 
Jacksonia Street Property Owner 
Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
412 Boulevard of the Allies, Suite 901 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1343 
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Columbus Avenue Bridge 
1000 California Avenue Property Owner 
California Property Inc 
3941 California Avenue  
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-1610 
 
7447-7449 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Nied Corporation 
7441 Washington Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-2520 
 
7455 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Gerald Weber 
7455 Washington Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-2520 
 
7500 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Karl Rogalla Jr. 
406 Satinwood Drive  
West Mifflin, PA 15122-1244 
 
7524 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
CRC Real Estate LLC 
7524 Washington Blvd 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-2181 
 
7525-7527 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Joseph Muto 
7527 Washington Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218-2107 
 
7526 Washington Avenue Property Owner 
Walter Krakker and Tony Schalles Vern 
7526 Washington Avenue 
Pittsburgh PA, 15218-2102 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Open House Agenda 



 
 
Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project 
City of Pittsburgh, Borough of Swissvale 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 
 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #2 
 

December 5, 2022 

DATE:     Wednesday, January 18, 2023  
  
TIME:    Public Officials Open House from 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Public Open House from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

LOCATION:   David Lawrence Convention Center 
Ballroom B and Ballroom Gallery B & C 

    1000 Fort Duquesne Blvd 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
 

PURPOSE:    To gather public input 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Letters sent to Public Officials on December 21 

Letters sent to Impacted Property Owners/Stakeholders on December 28 
Websites and Social Media – Flyer 
Email to community groups – Flyer  
Advertisements (North Side Chronicle and Swissvale Borough Newsletter) 

 
 EQUIPMENT/ 

MATERIALS 
STAFF DISPLAYS 

Registration Sign-in Sheets 
Comment 
Forms/Box 
Pencils 
3 Easels 

Kirsten Bowen 
Dave Becker 
Mike Wigley 
 
 

Welcome Board 
Overall Location Map 
Double Stack Board 

Station 1: 
Act 120/Noise/Air 
Quality 
 

4 Easels Amy Pinizzotto 
Scott Noel 
Dayna Bowen 
Mark Young 

Act 120/P&N 
Noise Boards (3) 
 

Station 2: 
Historic Properties 

6 Easels Tim Zinn 
Jesse Belfast 
David Anthony 

PA History Code Flow Chart 
5 APE Boards (6) 

Station 3: 
Washington Avenue 

3 Easels Rachel Sharp 
Wendy Berrill 
Todd Willoughby 

Washington Street Board 
Pref. Alt & Renderings (2) 

Station 4: 
Amtrak Station  

2 Easels Wayne Airgood 
Ruth Brown 

Amtrak 
Renderings (2) 



 
 
Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project 
City of Pittsburgh, Borough of Swissvale 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 
 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #2 
 

December 5, 2022 

 EQUIPMENT/ 
MATERIALS 

STAFF DISPLAYS 

Station 5: 
W. North Avenue 

10 Easels Dave Jackson 
Clayton Fisher 
Chris Cawley 
 

North Avenue Board 
Pref. Alt (2), Detour Map (1) & 
Renderings (7) 

Station 6: 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue 
 

8 Easels Rich Schoedel 
Joe Hall 
Aaron Meyer 
 

Pennsylvania Avenue Board 
Pref. Alt (2), Detour Map (1) & 
Renderings (5) 

Station 7: 
Columbus Avenue 

6 Easels Gabe Letteri 
Neal Brown 

Columbus Avenue Board A & B  
Pref. Alt (2) & Renderings (4) 

    
 42 total easels 

 
  

 
Additional staff available to float to stations or help with registrations and answer questions: 

• Rudy Husband 
• Jeremy Shoemaker 
• Shawn Starling 

 
NS 
PennDOT 
Michael Baker  
HMMH 
 



  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Open House Display Boards  





































































































  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Copy of Sign-In Sheets 

Public Officials  







Copy of Sign-In Sheets 

Public Open House











Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project 
Online Public Meeting Sign-In Sheet

ID Start time Completion time Email
NAME 

(FIRST AND LAST)
E-MAIL

ADDRESS 
(Street Number and Name)

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

1 1/9/23 19:58:17 1/9/23 19:59:09 anonymous David Becker david.becker@nscorp.com 302 Peacock Drive Marietta GA 30064
2 1/18/23 15:31:01 1/18/23 15:31:12 anonymous Chris Ansell cbansell@gmail.com 7275 McClure Ave Pittsburgh PA 15218
3 1/18/23 15:34:01 1/18/23 15:35:20 anonymous Dorry Lang Dorry.lang@pasenate.com 1501 Ardmore Blvd, 4th floor Pittsburgh PA 15221
4 1/18/23 15:43:34 1/18/23 15:44:27 anonymous Paul A. Sabol paul.sabol@pittsburghpa.gov 700 Filbert Street Pittsburgh PA 15232
5 1/18/23 15:43:33 1/18/23 15:45:23 anonymous Tony Darkowski Anthony.darkowski@pittsburghpa.gov 700 Filbert Street Pittsburgh PA 15232
6 1/18/23 16:12:19 1/18/23 16:12:57 anonymous Chris Ragland Christopher.ragland@pittsburghpa.gov 1203 Western Ave Pgh Pa 15233
7 1/18/23 18:05:31 1/18/23 18:06:12 anonymous Hollen Barmer Hollenbarmer@gmail.com 7930 Saint Lawrence Avenue Pittsburgh PA 15218
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Comment Forms   































Comments Submitted Online



Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project - Online Comment Submittals

ID Start time Completion time Email

What project 
location is your 
primary point of 

interest?

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this location?
What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall 

project?
How did you hear about the 

public open house?
Additional comment: Name Affiliation Address Telephone Email2

1 1/22/23 8:27:58 1/22/23 8:35:37 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue

Length of time, the bridge has already been put out of commission for vehicle traffic and 
separates 2 sides of Swissvale, a lot of people need to use this bridge daily including police, fire 
and ambulance

The railroad has already been dragging their feet with this 
project, the citizens of Swissvale need this bridge reopened 
sooner than later! Loosen up your pockets and get this done 
now! The Fern Hollow Bridge collapsed and was rebuilt enough 
within a year to reopen 2 of the 4 lanes, let's get this done, it's 
been over a year now!

Facebook, word of mouth

Quit being stingy and get this done now before 
someone's home or life is lost due to first responders 
can't get to the location quick enough because they 
have to use a round about detour. Then I guarantee 
you'll probably face lawsuits from individuals

Brake.jeremy@gmail.com

2 1/22/23 10:50:31 1/22/23 10:55:40 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue
Faster access to the other side of Swissvale

That it is going to take forever to negotiate and complete. 
Braddock Avenue going into Rankin took forever but NEVER 
closed to vehicle traffic.

Yes Was unable to attend public meeting MaryAnne mare3963@msn.com

3 1/23/23 10:41:24 1/23/23 10:47:42 anonymous Washington 
Avenue

That the railroad will tear the bridge down rather than fix or replace it. That it will not be replaced On Facebook All the railroad cares about is profit, not people Kathleen McClelland Resident
124 lacrosse st  b2 
pgh pa 15218

412 271 1150 Kvmjem@outlook.com 

4 1/23/23 16:55:49 1/23/23 17:11:29 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue

The railroad divides our borough and the Washington bridge is one of only two ways to cross 
from one half of our community to the other. The railroad has ignored their responsibility to 
upkeep the bridges structure for so long that Swissvale was no longer even able to pave the 
surface. Now we no longer have this road which is not only an inconvenience for drivers and 
damaging for local businesses who are cut off from their customers, but also vital for our 
emergency vehicles. 

The railroad needs to take responsibility and fix this situation 
and not try and pass their responsibility to this community.

Facebook None Rachel rachel.rogers18@gmail.com

5 1/27/23 14:21:50 1/27/23 14:32:23 anonymous Washington 
Avenue

The original plans to lower the rail line to acheive the required vertical clearance was 
developed before the Washington Ave Bridge had to be closed to vehicular traffic due to 
structural safety concerns.  Loss of this access has resulted in significant restrictions for bus 
lines, emergency service vehicles and local traffic to and from the Swissvale business district.  
It is imperative that the alternative of replacing and raising the Washington Avenue Bridge is 
pursued in lieu of the original planning.

Insufficient information has been provided to the public about 
how the project, which will allow double stack trains through 
residential neighborhoods, will change the frequency of trains 
on this line.  In addition, there has been insufficient detail 
provided for the safety of the these larger train cars on 
stretches of elevated track on the line, which are visibly 
deteriorated structurally.

Swissvale Borough web site.
The public forum on January 18th had many good 
points, but was lacking in information on noise and 
environmental impact.

Gib Miller

Swissvale 
resident and 
member of 
Swissvale 
Economic 
Development 
Corporation.

1810 Hanover Street, 
Swissvale, PA 15218

412-244-3439 gibshoe@msn.com

6 2/1/23 14:37:18 2/1/23 14:47:06 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue

What are the consequences of implementing the design modification for Alternative 3 at 
Washington St Bridge, which would lower the tracks to a minimum of 21’-9” instead of 22’? 
Does this reduced clearance lead to a higher risk of accidents or collisions?

How much more noise is caused by the initial approach of a train (engine noise, horn, etc) 
compared to the average noise that was tested for? Is the noise from the initial approach of 
the engine through Swissvale above the safety threshold? How will double-stack trains affect 
this?

Although noise levels in the Swissvale area are currently below the Surface Transportation 
Board threshold and would stay that way in any projected scenario, current noise levels are 
already above HUD & EPA recommendations. Residents along Woodstock Ave are often 
woken up in the middle of the night by horn blasts, and children have a hard time sleeping 
when they need sleep the most. What will you do to mitigate the impacts of noise on our 
community? Put a ban on sounding train horns at night, and decrease train traffic at night 
overall. If you’re going to send taller trains, we need taller sound walls or other noise 
mitigation.

Pittsburgh is once again being asked to pay the cost of 
"progress" for our nation by bearing the burden of pollution 
and noise from increased rail traffic. We don't need more 
"stuff" from Walmart. We need healthy communities. What 
will you do to ensure the disadvantaged neighborhoods 
impacted by this project will be invested in?

Our Swissvale Borough 
Council shared about it on 
social media.

You say that there will be no significant impacts from 
increased air pollution, but there WILL be increased air 
pollution from more trains coming through Swissvale 
in either case. Any increase in air pollution at all leads 
to worse health outcomes for our community, 
especially growing children. The census tract along the 
rail line has been deemed an Environmental Justice 
Community of Concern by the EPA, which means 
residents there are already at higher risk for 
environmental-related health issues. Assuming you 
won’t stop the increase of trains coming through our 
community in any case, what will you do to invest in 
the health of our children? Help bring community 
health services to Swissvale, invest in our schools, or 
help us establish a community center. (note: we can 
get trees elsewhere for free, so that’s not what we 
want from you)

Seth Bush
Swissvale 
Resident

2425 Woodstock Ave, 
Swissvale, PA

267-474-3488 sirmonty232@gmail.com

7 2/5/23 18:08:33 2/5/23 19:08:14 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue
How safe is the terrain for double train cars?  What adjustments will be made in light of the 
recent derailment?

Possible derailments,  air and noise quality in the Swissvale 
neighborhood.  What plans are in place for derailments.  What 
chemicals will be on the trains.

Community newspaper, 
neighbor

pebbles_1027@yahoo.com

1



Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project - Online Comment Submittals

ID Start time Completion time Email

What project 
location is your 
primary point of 

interest?

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this location?
What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall 

project?
How did you hear about the 

public open house?
Additional comment: Name Affiliation Address Telephone Email2

8 2/9/23 21:29:28 2/9/23 21:34:45 anonymous Washington 
Avenue

The bridge needs to be fixed. Other work should not take place until the bridge is fixed. It 
shouldn’t have been allowed to get so bad and its stabilization should take priority.

Since I live close to the tracks in Swissvale, I’m concerned 
about increased noise and air pollution. The risk of derailment 
and spills concern me as well.

Website
Take responsibility for the impacts you have on our 
community (noise, pollution, wear & tear on 
infrastructure), pay to replace the Washington Street 

Laura Kuster
Swissvale 
resident 

18218 Laura.Anne.kuster@gmail.com

9 2/9/23 21:33:43 2/9/23 21:43:01 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue

The work is necessary and strict guidelines should be followed. We are tired of bids being 
awarded to sub par companies. We would hope the company would be generous to the 
community while being inconvenienced. Supporting the local Farmers Market or donating 
money for local projects. Goodwill goes a long way to lessen people’s reluctance!

I think it is short sighted to look at the railway line as freight 
only. The East End is losing many bus routes. Most people do 
not have access to reliable transportation and therefore have 
no job opportunities. Has anyone discussed this?

Facebook Joan Stone Resident 
7232 Princeton Place 
15218

4122422874 Jp.stone@comcast.net

10 2/10/23 10:21:35 2/10/23 10:24:49 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue
Can Swissvale enact a speed limit through the borough to lesson the likelihood of derailments?

Can the state enact legislation to increase the safety of trains, 
since the train companies have been blocking that at the 
federal level?

Facebook

NS needs to be proactive about ensuring local EMS 
units are trained to respond to emergencies involving 
trains. Bring your safety training railcar to Pittsburgh 
to train our EMS units on a regular basis.

Elizabeth None LizzysJunkMailAcct@mac.com

11 2/10/23 11:28:54 2/10/23 11:30:34 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue

Although noise levels in the Swissvale area are currently below the Surface Transportation Board 
threshold and would stay that way in any projected scenario, current noise levels are already above 
HUD & EPA recommendations. Residents along Woodstock Ave are often woken up in the middle of 
the night by horn blasts, and children have a hard time sleeping when they need sleep the most. What 
will you do to mitigate the impacts of noise on our community? Put a ban on sounding train horns at 
night, and decrease train traffic at night overall. If you’re going to send taller trains, we need taller 
sound walls or other noise mitigation.

You say that there will be no significant impacts from increased air pollution, but there WILL be 
increased air pollution from more trains coming through Swissvale in either case. Any increase in air 
pollution at all leads to worse health outcomes for our community, especially growing children. The 
census tract along the rail line has been deemed an Environmental Justice Community of Concern by 
the EPA, which means residents there are already at higher risk for environmental-related health 
issues. Assuming you won’t stop the increase of trains coming through our community in any case, 
what will you do to invest in the health of our children? Help bring community health services to 
Swissvale, invest in our schools, or help us establish a community center. (note: we can get trees 
elsewhere for free, so that’s not what we want from you)

Take responsibility for the impacts you have on our community (noise, pollution, wear & tear on 
infrastructure), pay to replace the Washington Street Bridge, and continue investing in our community 
to maintain infrastructure near the tracks.

Replacing the Washington St Bridge is imperative, especially in light of the recent derailment in Ohio. 
Such an accident in Swissvale would be catastrophic.
NS needs to be proactive about ensuring local EMS units are trained to respond to emergencies 
involving trains. Bring your safety training railcar to Pittsburgh to train our EMS units on a regular basis.

How much more noise is caused by the initial approach of a 
train (engine noise, horn, etc) compared to the average noise 
that was tested for? Is the noise from the initial approach of 
the engine through Swissvale above the safety threshold? 
How will double-stack trains affect this?

What are the consequences of implementing the design 
modification for Alternative 3 at Washington St Bridge, which 
would lower the tracks to a minimum of 21’-9” instead of 22’? 
Does this reduced clearance lead to a higher risk of accidents 
or collisions?

Since I live in the Community 
you are proposing air 
pollution in, I found it in a 
community group

Some analysis of the noise data from Appendix F linked 
above (most useful data is on Appendix F, page 11 – look at 
LT-21 and LT-22) it looks like the noise measurement at 
Park ave is currently below HUD's threshold for an 
unacceptable housing environment across the board, but 
the test site at the other end of Woodstock (McKim St) has 
a peak noise level above that threshold. Both sites are 
currently above the normally acceptable housing 
environment levels (65 dBA) and well above the EPA Ideal 
Residential Goal (44 dBA, see p. 3). Both the build and no-
build scenarios appear to cause more noise, with the no-
build scenario projected to cause a greater noise increase 
due to increased traffic. The "high growth" scenario will 
just barely avoid an exceedance of the Surface 
Transportation Board threshold (3 dB increase, see p. 5). 
So, we're going to have more noise no matter what. The 
report claims that air pollution changes would be 
negligible. Similar to noise impacts, they’d go up more if 
nothing is done (no build), and would still increase in the 
build scenario. (see Appendex E, p. 14) NS reps at the open 
house claimed that air pollution in our area may even 
decrease due to fewer trucks on 376 because trains are 
carrying goods instead. I am skeptical.

no@aol.com

12 2/10/23 13:45:48 2/10/23 13:48:42 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue

You're going to poison our water supply and pollute our air and force everyone who lives in the 
community to die by not paying your workers enough or having proper upkeep on the trains 
and do the same thing that happened in East Palestine to happen in Swissvale. Get out 

That you are going to poison our water supply and pollute our 
air and force everyone who lives in the community to die by 
not paying your workers enough or having proper upkeep on 
the trains and do the same thing that happened in East 
Palestine to happen in Swissvale. No one wants you here.

Community Action group 
who cares about the 
community because I 
actually live here

Pay your railworkers living wages so that they can do 
their jobs and don't accidentally cause a fire and 
poison the water supplies and don't pay people off for 
poisoning their lungs.

patlkove@aol.com

13 2/10/23 17:18:35 2/10/23 17:32:11 anonymous Washington 
Avenue

How can we have any confidence in anything NS does after the catastrophe in East Palestine?

What is the safety record of double-stacked NS trains? Will any 
noise mitigation be done? If NS builds the bridge over the 
tracks but will bear no responsibility for maintaining it, how do 
we know it will be a well-designed and well-built bridge? 

From Council Member 
Salisbury

None Joel Rosenthal
Swissvale 
resident

6918 McClure 
Avenue, 1st Fl., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Rojoeditor@gmail.com

14 2/13/23 10:06:39 2/13/23 10:12:31 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue
This bridge is a major part of the Swissvale community and having it closed for an extended 
period of time is really hurting the community.  

I'm concerned about lowering the tracks in this location 
because it means that the bridge will remain closed.  This 
bridge needs to be replaced as soon as possible to restore our 
community.  

Swissvale Newsletter. Please replace the bridge as soon as possible. krobot.nick@gmail.com

15 2/14/23 10:08:59 2/14/23 10:16:46 anonymous
Washington 

Avenue

NOTE REGARDING QUESTION 1.  Your questionnaire doesn't provide the option to include ALL 
locations.  I am concerned about the safety and well-being of people who live in ALL of these 
locations and Pittsburgh and Allegheny County in general.    My primary point of interest is the 
safety of the the people who live in these areas in the event of a train derailment.  

See above.
News media.  I heard too 
little, too late.  

Please send me email status updates about this 
project.  I am also interested in learning what Norfolk 
Southern is doing to improve the quality of its existing 
infrastructure (e.g., bridges and track).  

Jill Diskin citizen
1243 Murdoch Road, 
Pittsburgh, Pa  15217

412-523-4069 jill.diskin@gmail.com

16 2/14/23 10:17:18 2/14/23 10:22:29 anonymous Washington 
Avenue

I honestly am wondering who’s going to compensate me for the noise level increase from the 
increased frequency and volume of the trains. Quite honestly I also don’t trust Norfolk 
Southern as far as I can throw you.

Why should I have to take a financial hit to my home’s resale 
value, my mental health, and little quite time I have to help 
you improve your revenue?  I will throw in everything I have 
into fighting this project. 

A Facebook post from my 
local rep.

I’ve grown up around trains my entire life, in my last 
home on the same line you’re currently operating in, 
there were train derailments near my house on a 
straight track. (Between Jeannette and green gate 
road). I doubt things will be up to snuff to stop that 
from happening here.

Collin stinebiser
Swissvale 
owner/occupier

7507 ormond street 7249619375 C.stinebiser@gmail.com

2
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ID Start time Completion time Email

What project 
location is your 
primary point of 

interest?

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this location?
What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall 

project?
How did you hear about the 

public open house?
Additional comment: Name Affiliation Address Telephone Email2

17 2/16/23 17:29:29 2/16/23 18:29:46 anonymous Washington 
Avenue

Norfolk Southern has proposed lowering the tracks under the Washington Ave bridge in order 
to accommodate double-stacked trains. Due to structural issues the bridge has been closed to 
automobile traffic, significantly impacting movement by car and bus in my neighborhood and 
limiting access to the MLK, Jr. busway, post office, and library. At the open house the 
representatives for the Washington Ave project said that the bridge could possibly be replaced 
and raised instead of lowering the tracks. I think the least Norfolk Southern could do would be 
to ideally replace or at minimum fix this important piece of our borough's infrastructure.

I live in Swissvale about 300 feet from the Norfolk Southern 
railway. I attended the open house about the Vertical 
Clearance Project and I was not assured by the presentation's 
claim that there would be no significant impacts on noise 
pollution or air quality. Current noise levels are already above 
HUD & EPA recommendations and increasing the frequency of 
trains, double-stacked or not, will further impact air quality. 
The census tract along the rail line has been deemed an 
Environmental Justice Community of Concern by the EPA, 
which means residents there are already at higher risk for 
environmental-related health issues. And now, we've 
witnessed the catastrophic Norfolk Southern derailment in 
East Palestine. The railway that runs by my house is southwest 
PA's primary route for transporting hazardous materials and 
it's disturbing to know that this kind of disaster could happen 
in my own community.

my neighbor Seth

How does Norfolk Southern plan to take responsibility 
for the impact that these proposed changes will have 
on our health, quality of life, and infrastructure? How 
will they invest in our community to make up for the 
detriment their operations cause? What is their plan 
to replace the Washington Ave bridge, the closure of 
which has significantly impacted access to the MLK, Jr. 
busway, library, and post office? What can Norfolk 
Southern do to ensure that the kind of disaster that 
happened in East Palestine won't happen here?

Nikki Boudreau
Swissvale 
resident

7518 Vernon St 
Swissvale 15218

209-277-6997 nikkiboudreau@gmail.com

3
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View results

Anonymous 07:40
Time to complete

3

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

Length of time, the bridge has already been put out of commission for vehicle traffic and
separates 2 sides of Swissvale, a lot of people need to use this bridge daily including police, fire
and ambulance
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

The railroad has already been dragging their feet with this project, the citizens of Swissvale need
this bridge reopened sooner than later! Loosen up your pockets and get this done now! The Fern
Hollow Bridge collapsed and was rebuilt enough within a year to reopen 2 of the 4 lanes, let's get
this done, it's been over a year now!

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Facebook, word of mouth

Additional comment: * 5.

Quit being stingy and get this done now before someone's home or life is lost due to first
responders can't get to the location quick enough because they have to use a round about
detour. Then I guarantee you'll probably face lawsuits from individuals

Name6.

Affiliation7.

Address8.

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

Brake.jeremy@gmail.com
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View results

Anonymous 05:10
Time to complete

4

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

Faster access to the other side of Swissvale

What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

That it is going to take forever to negotiate and complete. Braddock Avenue going into Rankin
took forever but NEVER closed to vehicle traffic.
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How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Yes

Additional comment: * 5.

Was unable to attend public meeting

Name6.

MaryAnne

Affiliation7.

Address8.

Telephone9.

Email * 10.

mare3963@msn.com



3/7/23, 6:41 PM Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project Comment Form

https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?lang=en-US&origin=OfficeDotCom&route=Start&sessionid=2c3868d7-a0ea-4b5a-85c7-6f5731b36… 1/2

View results

Anonymous 06:19
Time to complete

5

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

That the railroad will tear the bridge down rather than fix or replace it.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

That it will not be replaced
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How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

On Facebook

Additional comment: * 5.

All the railroad cares about is profit, not people

Name6.

Kathleen McClelland

Affiliation7.

Resident

Address8.

124 lacrosse st b2 pgh pa 15218

Telephone9.

412 271 1150

Email * 10.

Kvmjem@outlook.com
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View results

Anonymous 15:40
Time to complete

6

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

The railroad divides our borough and the Washington bridge is one of only two ways to cross
from one half of our community to the other. The railroad has ignored their responsibility to
upkeep the bridges structure for so long that Swissvale was no longer even able to pave the
surface. Now we no longer have this road which is not only an inconvenience for drivers and
damaging for local businesses who are cut off from their customers, but also vital for our
emergency vehicles.



3/7/23, 6:41 PM Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project Comment Form

https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?lang=en-US&origin=OfficeDotCom&route=Start&sessionid=2c3868d7-a0ea-4b5a-85c7-6f5731b36… 2/3

What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

The railroad needs to take responsibility and fix this situation and not try and pass their
responsibility to this community.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Facebook

Additional comment: * 5.

None

Name6.

Rachel

Affiliation7.

Address8.

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

rachel.rogers18@gmail.com
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View results

Anonymous 10:33
Time to complete

7

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

The original plans to lower the rail line to acheive the required vertical clearance was developed
before the Washington Ave Bridge had to be closed to vehicular traffic due to structural safety
concerns. Loss of this access has resulted in significant restrictions for bus lines, emergency
service vehicles and local traffic to and from the Swissvale business district. It is imperative that
the alternative of replacing and raising the Washington Avenue Bridge is pursued in lieu of the
original planning.
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

Insufficient information has been provided to the public about how the project, which will allow
double stack trains through residential neighborhoods, will change the frequency of trains on
this line. In addition, there has been insufficient detail provided for the safety of the these larger
train cars on stretches of elevated track on the line, which are visibly deteriorated structurally.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Swissvale Borough web site.

Additional comment: * 5.

The public forum on January 18th had many good points, but was lacking in information on
noise and environmental impact.

Name6.

Gib Miller

Affiliation7.

Swissvale resident and member of Swissvale Economic Development Corporation.

Address8.

1810 Hanover Street, Swissvale, PA 15218

Telephone9.

412-244-3439
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Email * 10.

gibshoe@msn.com
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View results

Anonymous 09:49
Time to complete

8

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

What are the consequences of implementing the design modification for Alternative 3 at
Washington St Bridge, which would lower the tracks to a minimum of 21’-9” instead of 22’? Does
this reduced clearance lead to a higher risk of accidents or collisions?

How much more noise is caused by the initial approach of a train (engine noise, horn, etc)
compared to the average noise that was tested for? Is the noise from the initial approach of the
engine through Swissvale above the safety threshold? How will double-stack trains affect this?

Although noise levels in the Swissvale area are currently below the Surface Transportation Board
threshold and would stay that way in any projected scenario, current noise levels are already
above HUD & EPA recommendations. Residents along Woodstock Ave are often woken up in the
middle of the night by horn blasts, and children have a hard time sleeping when they need sleep
the most. What will you do to mitigate the impacts of noise on our community? Put a ban on
sounding train horns at night, and decrease train traffic at night overall. If you’re going to send
taller trains, we need taller sound walls or other noise mitigation.

You say that there will be no significant impacts from increased air pollution, but there WILL be
increased air pollution from more trains coming through Swissvale in either case. Any increase in
air pollution at all leads to worse health outcomes for our community, especially growing
children. The census tract along the rail line has been deemed an Environmental Justice
Community of Concern by the EPA, which means residents there are already at higher risk for
environmental-related health issues. Assuming you won’t stop the increase of trains coming
through our community in any case, what will you do to invest in the health of our children? Help
bring community health services to Swissvale, invest in our schools, or help us establish a
community center. (note: we can get trees elsewhere for free, so that’s not what we want from
you)

Take responsibility for the impacts you have on our community (noise, pollution, wear & tear on
infrastructure), pay to replace the Washington Street Bridge, and continue investing in our
community to maintain infrastructure near the tracks (i.e. -- don't put it off on us).

NS needs to be proactive about ensuring local EMS units are trained to respond to emergencies
involving trains. Bring your safety training railcar to Pittsburgh to train our EMS units on a regular
basis.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

Pittsburgh is once again being asked to pay the cost of "progress" for our nation by bearing the
burden of pollution and noise from increased rail traffic. We don't need more "stuff" from
Walmart. We need healthy communities. What will you do to ensure the disadvantaged
neighborhoods impacted by this project will be invested in?
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How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Our Swissvale Borough Council shared about it on social media.

Additional comment: * 5.

none

Name6.

Seth Bush

Affiliation7.

Swissvale Resident

Address8.

2425 Woodstock Ave, Swissvale, PA

Telephone9.

267-474-3488

Email * 10.

sirmonty232@gmail.com
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View results

Anonymous 59:41
Time to complete

9

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

How safe is the terrain for double train cars? What adjustments will be made in light of the
recent derailment?
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

Possible derailments, air and noise quality in the Swissvale neighborhood. What plans are in
place for derailments. What chemicals will be on the trains.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Community newspaper, neighbor

Additional comment: * 5.

It would be nice to see an additional open house with more dialogue

Name6.

Affiliation7.

Address8.

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

pebbles_1027@yahoo.com
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View results

Anonymous 05:17
Time to complete

10

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

The bridge needs to be fixed. Other work should not take place until the bridge is fixed. It
shouldn’t have been allowed to get so bad and its stabilization should take priority.



3/7/23, 6:42 PM Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project Comment Form

https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?lang=en-US&origin=OfficeDotCom&route=Start&sessionid=2c3868d7-a0ea-4b5a-85c7-6f5731b36… 2/3

What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

Since I live close to the tracks in Swissvale, I’m concerned about increased noise and air pollution.
The risk of derailment and spills concern me as well.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Website

Additional comment: * 5.

Please address the structural failure of the Washington St bridge.

Name6.

Laura Kuster

Affiliation7.

Swissvale resident

Address8.

18218

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

Laura.Anne.kuster@gmail.com
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View results

Anonymous 09:19
Time to complete

11

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

The work is necessary and strict guidelines should be followed. We are tired of bids being
awarded to sub par companies. We would hope the company would be generous to the
community while being inconvenienced. Supporting the local Farmers Market or donating
money for local projects. Goodwill goes a long way to lessen people’s reluctance!
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

I think it is short sighted to look at the railway line as freight only. The East End is losing many
bus routes. Most people do not have access to reliable transportation and therefore have no job
opportunities. Has anyone discussed this?

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Facebook

Additional comment: * 5.

Progress is good when done properly.

Name6.

Joan Stone

Affiliation7.

Resident

Address8.

7232 Princeton Place 15218

Telephone9.

4122422874
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Email * 10.

Jp.stone@comcast.net
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View results

Anonymous 03:15
Time to complete

12

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

Can Swissvale enact a speed limit through the borough to lesson the likelihood of derailments?

What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

Can the state enact legislation to increase the safety of trains, since the train companies have
been blocking that at the federal level?
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How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Facebook

Additional comment: * 5.

Thank you

Name6.

Elizabeth

Affiliation7.

None

Address8.

Telephone9.

Email * 10.

LizzysJunkMailAcct@mac.com
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View results

Anonymous 01:40
Time to complete

13

Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

Although noise levels in the Swissvale area are currently below the Surface Transportation Board
threshold and would stay that way in any projected scenario, current noise levels are already
above HUD & EPA recommendations. Residents along Woodstock Ave are often woken up in the
middle of the night by horn blasts, and children have a hard time sleeping when they need sleep
the most. What will you do to mitigate the impacts of noise on our community? Put a ban on
sounding train horns at night, and decrease train traffic at night overall. If you’re going to send
taller trains, we need taller sound walls or other noise mitigation.
You say that there will be no significant impacts from increased air pollution, but there WILL be
increased air pollution from more trains coming through Swissvale in either case. Any increase in
air pollution at all leads to worse health outcomes for our community, especially growing
children. The census tract along the rail line has been deemed an Environmental Justice
Community of Concern by the EPA, which means residents there are already at higher risk for
environmental-related health issues. Assuming you won’t stop the increase of trains coming
through our community in any case, what will you do to invest in the health of our children? Help
bring community health services to Swissvale, invest in our schools, or help us establish a
community center. (note: we can get trees elsewhere for free, so that’s not what we want from
you)
Take responsibility for the impacts you have on our community (noise, pollution, wear & tear on
infrastructure), pay to replace the Washington Street Bridge, and continue investing in our
community to maintain infrastructure near the tracks.
Replacing the Washington St Bridge is imperative, especially in light of the recent derailment in
Ohio. Such an accident in Swissvale would be catastrophic.
NS needs to be proactive about ensuring local EMS units are trained to respond to emergencies
involving trains. Bring your safety training railcar to Pittsburgh to train our EMS units on a regular
basis.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

How much more noise is caused by the initial approach of a train (engine noise, horn, etc)
compared to the average noise that was tested for? Is the noise from the initial approach of the
engine through Swissvale above the safety threshold? How will double-stack trains affect this?
What are the consequences of implementing the design modification for Alternative 3 at
Washington St Bridge, which would lower the tracks to a minimum of 21’-9” instead of 22’? Does
this reduced clearance lead to a higher risk of accidents or collisions?

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Since I live in the Community you are proposing air pollution in, I found it in a community group



3/7/23, 6:43 PM Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project Comment Form

https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?lang=en-US&origin=OfficeDotCom&route=Start&sessionid=2c3868d7-a0ea-4b5a-85c7-6f5731b36… 3/4

Additional comment: * 5.

Some analysis of the noise data from Appendix F linked above (most useful data is on Appendix
F, page 11 – look at LT-21 and LT-22) it looks like the noise measurement at Park ave is currently
below HUD's threshold for an unacceptable housing environment across the board, but the test
site at the other end of Woodstock (McKim St) has a peak noise level above that threshold. Both
sites are currently above the normally acceptable housing environment levels (65 dBA) and well
above the EPA Ideal Residential Goal (44 dBA, see p. 3). Both the build and no-build scenarios
appear to cause more noise, with the no-build scenario projected to cause a greater noise
increase due to increased traffic. The "high growth" scenario will just barely avoid an exceedance
of the Surface Transportation Board threshold (3 dB increase, see p. 5). So, we're going to have
more noise no matter what. The report claims that air pollution changes would be negligible.
Similar to noise impacts, they’d go up more if nothing is done (no build), and would still increase
in the build scenario. (see Appendex E, p. 14) NS reps at the open house claimed that air
pollution in our area may even decrease due to fewer trucks on 376 because trains are carrying
goods instead. I am skeptical.

Name6.

Affiliation7.

Address8.

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

no@aol.com



3/7/23, 6:43 PM Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Project Comment Form

https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?lang=en-US&origin=OfficeDotCom&route=Start&sessionid=2c3868d7-a0ea-4b5a-85c7-6f5731b36… 1/3

View results

Anonymous 02:54
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Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

You're going to poison our water supply and pollute our air and force everyone who lives in the
community to die by not paying your workers enough or having proper upkeep on the trains
and do the same thing that happened in East Palestine to happen in Swissvale. Get out
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

That you are going to poison our water supply and pollute our air and force everyone who lives
in the community to die by not paying your workers enough or having proper upkeep on the
trains and do the same thing that happened in East Palestine to happen in Swissvale. No one
wants you here.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Community Action group who cares about the community because I actually live here

Additional comment: * 5.

Pay your railworkers living wages so that they can do their jobs and don't accidentally cause a
fire and poison the water supplies and don't pay people off for poisoning their lungs.

Name6.

Affiliation7.

Address8.

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

patlkove@aol.com
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View results

Anonymous 13:37
Time to complete
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Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

How can we have any confidence in anything NS does after the catastrophe in East Palestine?
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

What is the safety record of double-stacked NS trains? Will any noise mitigation be done? If NS
builds the bridge over the tracks but will bear no responsibility for maintaining it, how do we
know it will be a well-designed and well-built bridge?

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

From Council Member Salisbury

Additional comment: * 5.

None

Name6.

Joel Rosenthal

Affiliation7.

Swissvale resident

Address8.

6918 McClure Avenue, 1st Fl., Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

Rojoeditor@gmail.com
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Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

This bridge is a major part of the Swissvale community and having it closed for an extended
period of time is really hurting the community.
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

I'm concerned about lowering the tracks in this location because it means that the bridge will
remain closed. This bridge needs to be replaced as soon as possible to restore our community.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

Swissvale Newsletter.

Additional comment: * 5.

Please replace the bridge as soon as possible.

Name6.

Affiliation7.

Address8.

Telephone9.
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Email * 10.

krobot.nick@gmail.com
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View results

Anonymous 07:48
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Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

NOTE REGARDING QUESTION 1. Your questionnaire doesn't provide the option to include ALL
locations. I am concerned about the safety and well-being of people who live in ALL of these
locations and Pittsburgh and Allegheny County in general. My primary point of interest is the
safety of the the people who live in these areas in the event of a train derailment.
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

See above.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

News media. I heard too little, too late.

Additional comment: * 5.

Please send me email status updates about this project. I am also interested in learning what
Norfolk Southern is doing to improve the quality of its existing infrastructure (e.g., bridges and
track).

Name6.

Jill Diskin

Affiliation7.

citizen

Address8.

1243 Murdoch Road, Pittsburgh, Pa 15217

Telephone9.

412-523-4069
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Email * 10.

jill.diskin@gmail.com
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View results

Anonymous 05:12
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Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

I honestly am wondering who’s going to compensate me for the noise level increase from the
increased frequency and volume of the trains. Quite honestly I also don’t trust Norfolk Southern
as far as I can throw you.
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

Why should I have to take a financial hit to my home’s resale value, my mental health, and little
quite time I have to help you improve your revenue? I will throw in everything I have into fighting
this project.

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

A Facebook post from my local rep.

Additional comment: * 5.

I’ve grown up around trains my entire life, in my last home on the same line you’re currently
operating in, there were train derailments near my house on a straight track. (Between Jeannette
and green gate road). I doubt things will be up to snuff to stop that from happening here.

Name6.

Collin stinebiser

Affiliation7.

Swissvale owner/occupier

Address8.

7507 ormond street

Telephone9.

7249619375
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Email * 10.

C.stinebiser@gmail.com
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Anonymous 60:18
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Respondent

Washington Avenue

Amtrak Station

W. North Avenue

Pennsylvania Avenue

Columbus Avenue

What project location is your primary point of interest? * 1.

What, if any, concerns do you have about the proposed work in this 
location? * 

2.

Norfolk Southern has proposed lowering the tracks under the Washington Ave bridge in order to
accommodate double-stacked trains. Due to structural issues the bridge has been closed to
automobile traffic, significantly impacting movement by car and bus in my neighborhood and
limiting access to the MLK, Jr. busway, post office, and library. At the open house the
representatives for the Washington Ave project said that the bridge could possibly be replaced
and raised instead of lowering the tracks. I think the least Norfolk Southern could do would be to
ideally replace or at minimum fix this important piece of our borough's infrastructure.
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What, if any, concerns do you have about the overall project? * 3.

I live in Swissvale about 300 feet from the Norfolk Southern railway. I attended the open house
about the Vertical Clearance Project and I was not assured by the presentation's claim that there
would be no significant impacts on noise pollution or air quality. Current noise levels are already
above HUD & EPA recommendations and increasing the frequency of trains, double-stacked or
not, will further impact air quality. The census tract along the rail line has been deemed an
Environmental Justice Community of Concern by the EPA, which means residents there are
already at higher risk for environmental-related health issues. And now, we've witnessed the
catastrophic Norfolk Southern derailment in East Palestine. The railway that runs by my house is
southwest PA's primary route for transporting hazardous materials and it's disturbing to know
that this kind of disaster could happen in my own community.

How does Norfolk Southern plan to take responsibility for the impact that these proposed
changes will have on our health, quality of life, and infrastructure? How will they invest in our
community to make up for the detriment their operations cause? What is their plan to replace
the Washington Ave bridge, the closure of which has significantly impacted access to the MLK, Jr.
busway, library, and post office? What can Norfolk Southern do to ensure that the kind of
disaster that happened in East Palestine won't happen here?

How did you hear about the public open house? * 4.

my neighbor Seth

Additional comment: * 5.

n/a

Name6.

Nikki Boudreau

Affiliation7.

Swissvale resident
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Address8.

7518 Vernon St Swissvale 15218

Telephone9.

209-277-6997

Email * 10.

nikkiboudreau@gmail.com
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By Rich Pierce,
WPXI-TV
January 18, 2023 at

11:16 pm EST

ALLEGHENY COUNTY, Pa. — A rail project years in the making could be getting started in
the next year.

Norfolk Southern held its final public open house of the proposed $28 million project on
Wednesday night.

The railroad wants to use double-stack trains. Essentially, it’s just one container stacked
on top of another. Currently, many of the bridges in the Pittsburgh area can’t handle it.

“Our bridges through this area just do not have the vertical clearance to accommodate,”
said David Becker, Chief Engineer of Design and Construction for Norfolk Southern.

The company has been working on the project for years. Pittsburgh City Council and
community groups eventually agreed to allow double-stack trains.

Becker says the route “through downtown Pittsburgh” and surrounding areas can’t handle
the stacking. The trains use a detour and he says this project would increase efficiency.

Not everyone is on board.
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“Pollution is a huge problem,” concerned citizen Larry Simms said. “But, the real problem
is the condition of the infrastructure they’re working on.”

He’s also worried about derailments, citing multiple incidents with double-stacks in the
area in the last handful of years.

“We have an accident there, even if it’s a derailment without an explosion, what’s going to
happen when the cars fall into the river?” he said.

“I’m for the new bridge. I’m not excited about the double-stack trains, I’ll tell you that,”
Abigail Salisbury said.

Salisbury is on Swissvale Council. Her borough is home to one of the affected bridges.
Right now, it’s shut down by PennDOT due to safety concerns.

The project would build a new bridge, but it could be years.

“For us, it’s not soon enough. I’m told by our firefighters this bridge issue causes a five to
10 minute delay in responding,” she said.

Norfolk Southern is shooting for a completion date sometime in 2026.

More information on the project can be found here.
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY, Pa. – A railroad project that was years in the making
could start next year.

Norfolk Southern held its final public open house on the proposed $28 million
project Wednesday night.

The railway wants to use double-decker trains. Basically, it’s just a container
stacked on top of each other. Currently, many of the bridges in the Pittsburgh
area cannot handle it.

“Our bridges through this area just don’t have the required vertical clearance,”
said David Becker, Norfolk Southern’s chief engineer of design and
construction.

The company has been working on the project for years. The Pittsburgh City
Council and community groups eventually agreed to allow double-deck trains.

Becker says the route “through downtown Pittsburgh” and surrounding areas
cannot handle the stacking. Trains take a detour and he says this project will
increase efficiency.

Also read: A “sanctuary city” for abortion; Map of Library Refrigeration
Centers; Double Decker SEPTA Car | Summary in the morning

Not everyone is on board.

“Pollution is a huge problem,” said concerned citizen Larry Simms. “But the real
issue is the state of the infrastructure they’re working on.”

He’s also worried about derailments, citing several double-stack incidents in
the area in recent years.

“We have an accident there, even if it’s a derailment without an explosion, what
happens if the cars fall into the river?” he said.

“I’m for the new bridge. I’m not keen on the double-deck trains, I can tell you
that,” said Abigail Salisbury.

Salisbury is on the Swissvale Council. One of the affected bridges is in your
district. It is currently being closed by PennDOT for security reasons.

The project would build a new bridge, but it could take years.

“It’s not early enough for us. I’ve been told by our firefighters that this bridge
issue is causing a five to 10 minute delay in response,” she said.

Norfolk Southern is targeting a completion date of sometime in 2026.

https://localtoday.news/pa/a-sanctuary-city-for-abortion-map-of-library-refrigeration-centers-double-decker-septa-car-summary-in-the-morning-5563.html
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Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects 

City of Pittsburgh and Borough of Swissvale 
Allegheny County 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Spring 2023 
 
1. Why must the double-stack trains be run on this line rather than around the city as they do 

today? 
Federal and Commonwealth policy has supported double-stack trains to meet national freight rail 
demand, and much of the national rail system currently accommodates double-stack trains and 
their more-efficient transportation model, meeting national freight as well as energy and climate 
policy goals.  The current Norfolk Southern double-stack train route through Pittsburgh is via the 
Port Perry Branch and the Monongahela (Mon) Line.  This route is currently at capacity, and as a 
result, trains frequently face congestion issues.  The infrastructure and geography of the Mon Line 
create challenges for efficiently handling the service-sensitive intermodal freight that uses it 
today.  The Mon Line has a 3-mile, single-tracked segment that includes a tunnel and an adjacent 
bridge over the Monongahela River.  This 3-mile segment is the largest chokepoint on Norfolk 
Southern’s route between Chicago and the New York metropolitan area. 
 
Aside from the capacity constraints on the Mon Line, the topography adjacent to the railroad 
right-of-way for much of the distance through Pittsburgh is susceptible to landslides from Mount 
Washington.  The slope of Mount Washington continues to shift, and each time it does, the 
potential exists for soil and rock to be deposited on the railroad tracks making them unable to be 
traversed until the debris is removed and the slide area stabilized.  Aside from the significant costs 
incurred for cleanup, the slides create potentially hazardous conditions and routinely cause hours 
of delay.  These landslides range from moderate to severe in nature, and the timing of the 
incidents is unpredictable. 
 
The landslide problem has been such an issue in the area that Allegheny County officials 
announced a “Landslide Task Force” on July 3, 2018. In July 2019, Allegheny County announced 
via a press release that the Landslide Task Force launched a Landslide Portal for municipal leaders.  
The portal can be found at https://landslide-portal-alcogis.opendata.arcgis.com/.   
 
2. What is the expected increase in frequency of train traffic after the projects are 

completed? 
Frequency is determined by interstate freight rail demand and is subject to future freight capacity 
needs.  However, the line can accommodate approximately 70 trains per day as it currently exists.  
In 2019, Norfolk Southern averaged 34 freight trains per day on the Fort Wayne Line through 
Pittsburgh’s North Side neighborhoods and 19 freight trains per day on the Pittsburgh Line 
through Pittsburgh’s Central Business District, East End neighborhoods, and eastern suburbs.  

https://landslide-portal-alcogis.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://landslide-portal-alcogis.opendata.arcgis.com/
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With the proposed projects, Norfolk Southern anticipates that it would operate approximately 56 
freight trains per day through the North Side area, of which about 41 would move between the 
Central Business District and Braddock/North Braddock. It should be noted that the additional 22 
trains are currently operating over the Mon Line through Pittsburgh’s South Side.  

3. Why are tax dollars being used to fund this project? 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has determined that reinforcing its transportation 
infrastructure is a key priority.  In 2013, the legislature passed Act 89 (HB 1060), which, among 
other things, provides annual funding for projects in all modes of transportation, including 
railroads.  The legislature determined that Act 89 had significant public benefits including job 
creation, improving roads and bridges, ensuring economic competitiveness with neighboring 
states, and avoiding crippling service cuts.  By approving funding for these proposed projects, the 
Commonwealth has determined that it will advance steps it has already taken to improve the 
efficiency and reliability of the Commonwealth’s surface transportation system at the regional 
and national level, as well as increase the Commonwealth’s economic competitiveness.  The 
Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects will improve the connectivity between freight modes vital 
to national commerce by facilitating faster, more efficient, and safer freight movement.  
Additionally, the projects will complete the final segment of the public-private partnership that 
began in the mid-1990s between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Conrail to create an 
efficient double-stack intermodal corridor, and support state and national freight rail 
transportation policy goals. 
 
4. Pennsylvania Act 120 Process 
The proposed projects are early in the PennDOT/Act 120 Transportation Program Development 
and Project Delivery Process (i.e., preliminary engineering and environmental review process).  Per 
PennDOT guidance, for projects where there will be no Federal-aid funding (receiving only state 
funding in both design and construction), National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations 
do not apply.  PennDOT is the lead agency for the Act 120 process and will ultimately make the 
determination of the level of environmental document to be prepared based in part on the 
anticipated effects of the projects including consideration of information from citizens, public 
officials, stakeholders, and others. 
 
5. Public Involvement Process 
An initial public open house was held on June 26, 2018, to introduce the project to the public.  A 
second public open house was held on January 18, 2023, to present the preferred alternatives and 
preliminary studies for the projects and to gather public feedback.  As part of the public 
involvement program for these projects, all comments will be considered and included into the 
project’s technical file.  Due to the complexity of the project development process, NS and 
PennDOT must weigh many factors in making their decisions and it must be understood that the 
comments provided are for consideration purposes only and do not constitute a vote or 
referendum on the process.  
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6. Please explain Norfolk Southern’s, PennDOT’s, PA SHPO’s, consulting parties, and Michael 
Baker International’s roles in the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects. 

Norfolk Southern:  Project sponsor.  

PennDOT Multimodal Office:  Funding agency 

PennDOT Engineering District 11-0:  Reviewing agency for Act 120 and Pennsylvania History Code 
compliance 

Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office (PA SHPO):  Consulting party under Pennsylvania 
History Code 

Consulting Parties:  Organizations, individuals, and governmental agencies and representatives 
determined to have an interest in historic properties who provide input throughout the 
consultation process on findings, determinations of National Register of Historic Places eligibility,  
the project’s effects on historic properties, and measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any 
adverse effects of the project on historic properties. 

Michael Baker International: Consultant to Norfolk Southern.  Assists in preparation of 
assessments and documentation pursuant to Act 120 and Pennsylvania History Code for PennDOT 
review and facilitates the public involvement processes for the projects. 
  
7. Why is Norfolk Southern holding “closed” consulting party meetings for these projects? 
To be clear, consulting party meetings are held to only address potential effects of the project on 
historic properties.  Under PennDOT guidance and a Memorandum of Understanding between PA 
SHPO and PennDOT, PennDOT fulfills its obligations for considering the effects of state-funded 
transportation projects on historic properties under the Pennsylvania History Code using the 
processes and procedures of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act as outlined in 
36 C.F.R. 800.  The Section 106 regulations are specific regarding consulting parties and require 
that individuals and organizations must have a demonstrated interest in the project “due to the 
nature of their legal or economic relation to the undertaking or affected properties, or their 
concern with the undertaking's effects on historic properties” (36 C.F.R. 800.2(c)(5)).  PennDOT 
determines that demonstrated interest through an application process.  Consulting parties meet 
to consult on the identification and evaluation of historic properties, the assessment of effects 
and the resolution of adverse effects on historic properties, and measures to avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate those effects on historic properties in meetings that are limited to those parties with 
demonstrated interest.  Although the consultation sessions are limited to the consulting parties, 
all of the reports, comments, responses, and additional information provided as part of that 
consultation is available to the public at large on the Norfolk Southern project website: 
http://www.nscorp.com/content/nscorp/en/in-your-community/pittsburgh-bridge-
projects/learn-more-about-the-consulting-parties-process-for-pitts.html 

 
 

http://www.nscorp.com/content/nscorp/en/in-your-community/pittsburgh-bridge-projects/learn-more-about-the-consulting-parties-process-for-pitts.html
http://www.nscorp.com/content/nscorp/en/in-your-community/pittsburgh-bridge-projects/learn-more-about-the-consulting-parties-process-for-pitts.html
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8. Is Norfolk Southern aware of the historic significance of Allegheny Commons Park? 
Norfolk Southern and the project team are aware that Allegheny Commons Park is the oldest 
public park in Pittsburgh, is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and is a City of 
Pittsburgh-designated historic district.  The Act 120/Pennsylvania History Code process is 
considering impacts to historic properties in the environmental and historic property reviews it is 
undertaking for the projects and their preferred alternatives. 
 
9. What are the anticipated noise impacts to the community?  Is there a noise mitigation plan 

(e.g., provision of barrier walls, etc.)? 
The noise analysis indicates that the proposed projects do not result in substantial increases in 
noise including noise related to temporary construction.  Analysis was also performed to assess 
the potential for indirect effects relating to forecasted changes in rail traffic and effects of those 
changes.  The results show that a noise mitigation plan and noise walls are not needed because 
noise levels would not increase to a level resulting in impacts at applicable thresholds. 
Additionally, under the preferred alternatives for the projects, auditory impacts would be less than 
under the No Build Alternative since more trains would be needed to carry the same amount of 
freight.  

10. What are the expected effects on air quality from increased train traffic? 
Qualitative air assessments have been performed.  The projects were evaluated for emissions 
impacts, which were found to be below de minimis levels as defined under the general conformity 
rule and thus would not be subject to a conformity determination.  Qualitatively, the projects will 
have a positive impact on regional emissions as the proposed route is shorter than the current 
alignment and will provide greater capacity and more reliability.  Rail transport can move one ton 
of intermodal freight an average of 468 miles on a single gallon of fuel, and one intermodal 
double-stack train can remove up to 300 trucks off of congested highways.  Federal regulations 
govern the locomotive emissions standards applicable to the locomotives in the United States; 
the intent of those regulations is to protect human health and the environment through emissions 
regulations.  As regulations have been tightened over the years with the intention to reduce 
emissions over time as locomotives are purchased or upgraded, it is not expected that the 
proposed projects would lead to new or worsened air quality issues. 
 
11. How will the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects impact the idling of Norfolk Southern 

trains within Allegheny Commons and the Manchester community? 
The Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects will have no impact on idling trains on the North Side. 
It should be noted, however, that with the relocation of signals in 2019 as part of the 
implementation of Positive Train Control in this area, the movement of trains through Allegheny 
Commons and Manchester is more fluid. 
 
12. Is it possible for double-stack trains to run on non-diesel alternatives? 
Freight railroads operate with diesel-electric locomotives that comply with USEPA emission 
standards.  Non-diesel motive power with a capacity to effectively and efficiently propel and 
control freight trains of the type operated by Norfolk Southern in this corridor are not available 
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or operated by the Class I rail freight carriers on the national freight network at this time.  Even if 
available, changing the type of motive power for brief line segments would require enormous 
investment in infrastructure and equipment and would cause substantial service disruption and 
delay to this segment of the national freight rail network. 
 
13. Environmental Justice 
While Environmental Justice (EJ) communities exist within the project area, the proposed project 
will not disproportionately impact EJ populations in accordance with PennDOT Publication No. 
746 (Project Level Environmental Justice Guidance).  Minority populations and/or low-income 
populations will not suffer effects due to noise or air pollution appreciably more severe or greater 
in magnitude than the non-minority and/or non-low-income populations.  The proposed vehicular 
and pedestrian/bicyclist detours for the W. North Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue bridge 
projects will result in the same impacts to all populations in the affected area and will not be 
predominantly borne by EJ populations.   
 
14. What types of cargo will be on the double-stack trains?   
A typical intermodal train carries primarily consumer products, such as clothing, food, and 
electronics.  Less than 4 percent of the material on a typical intermodal train could be considered 
hazardous.  These materials are often items that are typically found in retail products  (e.g. paint, 
lubricants, etc.).  The type of cargo transported in intermodal service will not change with the 
operation of double-stack intermodal cars. 
 
The Pittsburgh line is an interstate freight rail line and Norfolk Southern is subject to federal 
common carrier obligations, federal law, and requirements applicable to freight rail in interstate 
commerce.   Trains that currently operate over the Pittsburgh line carry hazardous materials in 
appropriate rail cars or tank cars, which is highly regulated under federal law.  This project does 
not affect those types of hazardous materials transportation. 
 
15. What precautions will be taken to mitigate the risk of derailment and other accidents? 
Norfolk Southern invests more than a billion dollars annually to maintain and improve its 
infrastructure.  This includes frequent track inspections in accordance with FRA regulations.  Over 
the past ten years, NS has spent $1.8 billion to install Positive Train Control, which is, among other 
things, designed to prevent train collisions and overspeed derailments.  NS has installed PTC on 
this route.  In addition, Norfolk Southern recently announced a six-point plan to immediately 
enhance the safety of its operations, including new/improved detection systems, advanced safety 
inspection technology, and other measures.  
 
16. Will communities along the tracks be impacted by traffic disruptions due to construction?  

How will continual emergency vehicle and public transportation access be ensured? 
Construction will be temporary and a traffic plan has been developed in coordination with the City 
of Pittsburgh and PennDOT to provide detours to be utilized during construction to minimize 
traffic disruptions. These detours will be provided to emergency service providers to minimize or 
eliminate delays associated with construction activities.  These projects will not affect or impair 
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access to public transportation.  Any traffic disruptions will be approved by the City of Pittsburgh 
and PennDOT.  All detours including the potential timeline for construction will be coordinated 
with the Police, Fire, EMS, Allegheny General, sports teams, and Pittsburgh Regional Transit so 
appropriate adjustments can be made for emergency and other vehicles.  Ultimately, when 
bridges nearing end-of-life are replaced, the result is a net improvement to vehicular traffic and 
emergency vehicle and public transportation access.  
 
17. Has there been any investigation into the effect of these projects on nearby property 

values? 
Freight and passenger rail operations have existed in this area since 1851, and the number of 
trains per day has fluctuated over those years. The market value of real estate is a complex and 
ever-changing calculation that takes into account a wide range of conditions. Analysis of potential 
effects will be consistent with Act 120 guidance.  
 
18. Will residents of the senior living center and other individuals with impaired mobility be 

able to easily navigate the new sidewalks and raised bridges? 
Where the proposed projects contemplate modifying the walkways on bridge structures, Norfolk 
Southern will ensure ADA compliance as a part of the overall design process.   
 
19. Will reduced sightlines along planned roadways decrease the safety of pedestrian 

crossings? 
Pedestrian safety was a key concern as part of the responses to the June 26, 2018 Public Open 
House comment forms.  All projects have been designed in accordance with the applicable 
AASHTO and PennDOT design manuals with the goal of improving pedestrian safety wherever 
possible.  
 
20. Why has there been no collaboration with PWSA regarding the state of old pipelines 

beneath the tracks?  Are the old pipes strong enough to withstand increased train load and 
frequency? 

The team has identified locations of sewer, water, storm water and combined sewer in the vicinity 
of the proposed projects.  The collaboration includes meetings and continued discussions with the 
City of Pittsburgh on these projects since December 2015. The team has met with and will 
continue to meet with PWSA and other utility companies that may be affected by the proposed 
projects or any alternatives, as well as other affected stakeholders, as part of the alternative 
selection process. 
 
To the extent there are PWSA or other utilities under the current rail alignment, those utilities 
currently withstand the weight of a locomotive, which weighs around 240 tons.  A loaded double-
stack rail car weighs less than 100 tons, and has axle loading that is equal to, or lower than, other 
types of rail equipment currently and routinely operated on the route.  While the frequency of 
loading may increase due to increased train volume, the point loadings imparted on the track and 
roadbed will not increase. 
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21. Why is lowering the tracks not being considered at all project locations?   
The Alternatives Analysis assessed track lowering, bridge raising, and other reasonable and 
feasible alternatives for each of the project locations in accordance with Act 120 and PennDOT 
guidance.  The adjustment to obtain the required minimum vertical clearance for interstate 
freight rail varies from 6 inches to 3 feet 9 inches depending on the specific project location.  
Several of these locations have infrastructure constraints, including retaining walls with adjacent 
sewers, parallel and perpendicular utility runs, and other adjacent building and bridge 
foundations, that would greatly complicate construction or even preclude track lowering. 
 
The trough in which the railroad operates through the Allegheny Commons Park presents a 
particularly complex challenge in this regard for the W. North Avenue project.  A track-lowering 
feasibility study was performed to analyze the potential effects of lowering the tracks in the 
trough through Allegheny Commons Park.  The trough contains four active tracks, which are in 
daily use by both Norfolk Southern and Amtrak.  Temporary (and potentially permanent) track 
removal would be required to facilitate any track lowering in this area and would present very 
real and ongoing operational challenges.  Technically, the location presents significant challenges 
as the tracks in this area are immediately adjacent to the concrete and cut stone retaining walls 
and their foundations.  Lowering the tracks would require the removal of up to an estimated 6 
feet of existing roadbed and subgrade material adjacent to these walls and foundations, creating 
concerns for wall stability and increasing the potential exposure of the wall foundation to the 
detrimental effects of frost action. 
 
Several major utility relocations would be required along with groundwater mitigation and 
abutment and wall reconstruction.  The wall reconstruction would impact a large Pittsburgh 
Water and Sewer Authority sewer line, which would need to be relocated, resulting in temporary 
impacts to park property and permanent impacts to a significant number of mature trees within 
the park. 
 
At several locations where track lowering presents technical or operational challenges, the 
overhead structures have also been deemed to be structurally deficient.  It is important to note 
that with or without these projects, these structures will ultimately need to be replaced. 
 
22. Why are the tracks proposed to be lowered at Washington Avenue instead of replacing the 

bridge? 
The track lowering project at Washington Avenue is part of the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance 
Projects.  A bridge replacement is also being considered as a separately funded project.  If it is 
determined that the bridge will be replaced as part of that separate project, the track lowering 
project at Washington Avenue will be removed from the Pittsburgh Vertical Clearance Projects. 
 

23. Why can’t all of the projects be designed to the same vertical clearance requirements? 
The requirement for vertical clearance per the PUC in Pennsylvania is 22’-0”.  The minimum 
allowable vertical clearance for doublestack trains is 21’-0”. The overall goal of the Pittsburgh 
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Vertical Clearance Projects is to satisfy the requirements of the PUC while giving consideration to 
adjacent infrastructure and resources.  Each location was designed to provide the maximum 
clearance possible while minimizing impacts, so each location was evaluated based on those 
considerations.  Most design manuals give a preferred height or width along with a minimum 
height or width, depending on the criteria.  It is typical practice to design with a buffer, especially 
when approaching the minimum to allow for construction tolerances, future surfacing, etc.  This 
will ensure that the minimum clearance is never violated.  
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